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2 KINGS, xix. 14, 15, & 16. 


Ann Hezekiah received the letter of the hand of the 
meſſengers, and read it : and Hezekiah went up into 
the houſe of the Lord, and ſpread it before the LORD. 


Ann Hezekiah prayed before the LORD, and ſaid, O 
LORD GOD of Iſrael, which dwelleſt between the 
Cherubims, thou art the God, even thou alone, of all 
the kingdoms of the earth ; thou haſt made heaven 
and earth, 

LORD, bow down thine car and hear : open, Lord, 
thine eyes, and ſee : and hear the words of Sennach- 
erib, «which hath ſent him to reproach the living GOD. 


— c}yyn—_— 


T is among the excellencies of the ſacred ſcrip- 

[ tures that they furniſh inſtruction adapted to 
all the exigencies of human condition. What- 
ever calamities befal us, or whatever dangers threat- 
en us, either as individuals, families, or as a com- 
munity; in the word of God we ſind our ſufſer- 
ings and fears to be the ſame, which his ſervants 
in former ages experienced ; and while we are 
tried and tempted as they were, their example 
ſerves for our guide and ſupport. The people of 
theſe United States are this day aſſembled in the 
houſe of God, under circumſtances bearing a ſtrik- 
ing reſemblance to thoſe of Hezekiah and his peo- 
ple at the time referred to in the text. Sennache- 
rib, the king of Aſſyria, was a triumphant con- 
queror, His armies had over-run ſeveral of the ad- 
jacent 
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acent countries, and ſubjected various nations to 
his deſpotiſm. Among the reſt, the ten tribes of 
Iſrael had fallen under his yoke, and Samaria, their 
capital city, after a ſiege of three years, had been 
taken. Fluſhed with a ſeries of fuccefs, the victors 
looked out for new conqueſts, The kingdom of 
Judah bordered upon that which they had already 
ſubjugated. They had received no injury from 
Hezekiah, and had no juſt pretence for making 
war upon him. But among the heathen, it was 
held lawful to engage in war for the ſake of plun- 
der and conqueſt, and for extending the bounds of 
empire. By an ambition of this kind, all the great 
conquerors of antiquity ſeem to have been actuated, 
ThROVOH the knowledge of revealed religion, 
the nations of Chriſtendom have been taught better 
principles, Modern writers upon the law of na- 
tions univerſally agree in reprobating all wars un- 
dertaken by avarice, pride, or ambition. They 
prove, beyond a doubt, that no war can be juſt 
which is not, in its principle, defenſive, undertaken 
ſolely with a view to repel an aggreſſor, or to pre- 
vent probable aggreſſion. They ſet before us a 
ſhocking catalogue of miſeries and crimes reſulting 
from wanton hoſtility—a dreadful account here- 
after to be ſettled by thoſe who engage in offenſive 
war. This kind of war, in itſelf unjuſt, is yet un- 
dertaken under ſome pretence ſuſceptible of the 
colour of right. I do not, ſays Vattel, in his treat- 
iſe on the law of nations, place among the ob- 
jects of offenſive war, conqueſts, or the defire of 
invading the property of another: ſuch a latitude, 
deſtitutc 
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deſtitute even of pretence, is not the object of 1 
formal war, but that of a robbery. He adds, A 
nation attacked by ſuch ſort of enemies is not un- 
der any obligation to obſerve towards them the 
rules of war in form. It may treat them as rob- 
bers.” Is not this, my hearers, the real character 
of thoſe enemies by whom our country is now 
threatened ? They have no pretence, ſufceptible of 
the colour of right, to juſtify their demands. They 
are evidently influenced by the ſame ſpirit and 
views which incited Rabſhakeh and his maſter 
againſt Hezekiah. The old pagan principle of go- 
ing to war for plunder and conqueſt, after being 
exploded in Europe for more than a thouſand 
years, is revived afreſh by the preſent rulers of 
France fince their abolition of chriſtianity. 

Some perhaps may be ſtartled at hearing me af- 
firm, that the legiſlators of France have aboliſhed 
the chriſtian religion. There are indeed perſons 
among us who entertain a very different opinion, 
who conſider them as ſtripping the whore of Baby- 
lon, pulling down the man of ſin, deſtroying popery, 
and making way for the introduction of the mil- 
lenium. In their view, the French revolution is a 
great ſtep towards the glorious times predicted in 
the goſpel, when the whole earth ſhall be filled 
with the knowledge of the Lord. How aſtoniſh- 
ing is the force of prejudice in warping the judg- 
ments of men! I will ſet before you, my hearers, 
{ome notorious facts, which have been, for years 
paſt, circulated in the public papers, and never con- 
tradicted by the moſt zealous advocates for the 

French. 
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French. —I will ſet theſe facts before you, that you 
may judge for yourſelves. On the fourteenthꝰ 
of December, 1792, in a debate on the eſtabliſh. 
ment of public ſchools for the education of youth, 
M. Dupont, a member of the national convention, 
and who, if I miſtake not, is now a member of one 
of the councils, began his ſpeech with the follow. 
ing exclamation ;—* What, thrones are overturn- 
ed! ſceptres broken! kings expire! and yet the al. 
rar of God remain“ lle proceeded to propoſe the 
abolition of thoſe altars, and proclaimed himſelf an 
atheiſt, amidſt the reiterated plaudits of the aſſem- 
bly, and of the perſons in the galleries.” This 
ſentence, Death is an everlaſting ſleep, written in cap- 
itals over the entrance into their grave-yards, was 
ſanctioned by the authority of the legiſlature. © By 
the ſame power was proclaimed the abolition of 
the chriſtian era, and the Saviour of the world im- 
piouſly made to yield precedence to the republic of 
France.“ Inſtead of ſaying in their dates, as all 
chriſtian nations ſay, in the year of our Lord, &c. the 
French ſay, in the year of the Republic, &c. for ſince 
they have become republicans, they diſdain the idea 
of having any Lord over them ; they acknowledge 
neither Chriſt, nor his Father, nor any other Be- 
ing as their maſter. Review their ſtate papers, 
their laws, the decrees of their councils, and cf 
their executive officers, the orders and diſpatches of 
their generals, and their diplomatic intercourſe— 
I challenge you to produce a ſingle inſtance, in all 
theſe, of their acknowledging any Being above 
them, or of their making any mention of God or 

See Gifford's anſwer to Erſkine, his 
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his providence. That Chriſt and his religion might 
ceaſe to be remembered, and fink into utter obliv- 
ion, they did not content themſelves with ſetting 
aſide the chriſtian era, they proceeded to aboliſh 
the chriſtian ſabbath. Their new calendar, in 
which decades are ſubſtituted in the room of weeks, 
was obviouſly contrived to make the people loſe 
the idea of the former diviſion of time, and forget 
the weekly ſabbath. It ſeems, that notwithſtand- 
ing all theſe attempts of the government; there were 
ſome people ſo obſtinate in their adhetence to re- 
ligion, that they perſiſted in aſſembling themſelves 
on the Lord's-day. We have, therefore, been 
lately told in the public papers, that their rulers, 
in order to embarraſs theſe fanatics, as they call 
them, have forbidden the ringing of bells for call- 
ing them together to divine ſervice. 

On the ſeventh of November, 1793, the exiſtence 
of a God and the immortality of the ſoul the two firſt 
and fundamental principles of all religion—were 
formally diſavowed in the convention ; and the 
reſurrection of the dead declared to have been only 
preached by ſuperſtition for the torment of the living! 
Two days after, in the ſame place, all the religions 
in the world were aſſerted to be the daugh- 
ters of ignorance and pride. It was decided to be 
the duty of the convention to aſſume the honour- 
able office of diffufing truth over the whole earth. 
and as a part of this duty, that aſſembly decreed, 
that its expreſs renunciation of all religious wor- 
ſhip ſhould be tran/lated into all fereign languages. It 


was ſtated and received in the convention as an 
B acknowledged 
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acknowledged truth, that the adverſaries of religion 
have deſerved well of their country. 

IN conformity to the ſpirit of theſe decrees, the 
convention, attended by myriads of the populace, 

proceeded to deſecrate the churches of Chriſt, 
The temple of the Almighty was profaned by 
the worſhip of a proſtitute, perſonating the goddeſs 
of reaſon.” The cathedral of Paris exhibited the 
monſtrous ſpectacle of a pagan ſacrifice, by a peo- 
ple who had recently aboliſhed chriſtianity.—l have 
another fact to relate, which muſt thrill with hor- 
ror every boſom impreſſed with the leaſt fear of the 
Almighty. © On the thirtieth of November, 
1793, the pupils of a new republican ſchool ap- 
peared at the bar of the convention, when their 
leader declared, that he and his ſchool-fellows deteſted 
God / that inſtead of learning the ſcriptures, they 
learned the declaration of rights, and made the 
conſtitution their catechiſin. After this ſpeech, the 
repreſentatives of a great nation, by the mouth of 
their Preſident, © expreſſed the ſatisfaction of the 
convention at the declaration of theſe young de- 
mons. Theſe hopeful ſcholars were admitted to 
the honours of the fitting, and received the kiſs of 
fraternity amidſi the loude/t applauſe !** 

W1TH theſe facts in view, is there a perſon in this 
aſſembly who can heſitate a moment to conclude, that 
not only chriſtianity, but all other religions, are abol- 
iſhed in France, fo far as they can be aboliſhed by the 
authority of the magiſtrate? Nay, when we conſider 
the facts now ſtated, are we not conſtrained to view 
the French republicans as ſo many infernals, broken 

looſe 
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„ 
looſe from their chains in the pit below, and now 
appearing in this upper world under the ſhape of 
men, but {till thinking and acting as demons. They 
are certainly a new ſet of characters under the ſun. 
Such decrees and ſuch doings as are recorded in the 
regiſters of the French republic, are not to be found 
in the annals of any other nation from the. days of 


Adam down to this day. 


As they are the firſt body of men, who ever 
united in diſclaiming all religion, and by formal 
decrees publiſhing atheiſm in every language, as a 
diſcovery adapted to the general illumination of 
mankind ; ſo they are the firſt ſet of legillators, 
who ever formed the infernal deſign of ſubverting 
all the regular governments in the world, and en- 
couraging inſurrection, diſorganization and anar- 
chy throughout every nation. After dethroning 
their king, one of the firſt acts of the convention is 
ſaid to have been, in theſe explicit words, to de- 
clare itſelf a committee of inſurrection of the whole human 
race for the purpoſe of overturning all exiſting governments. 
The famous decrees of the nineteenth of November 
and fifteenth of December, 1792, were modifications 
of the ſame ſpirit. * The firſt was a general ſignal 
to inſurrection and revolt—an invitation to the ſe- 
ditious of every country, to conſpire, under the 
patronage of France, againſt the eſtabliſhed govern- 
ment, however free. The laſt of the two decrees 
is not merely in ſpirit—it is in terms equivalent to 
a manifeſto of war againſt every nation having a 
prince or nobility. It declares explicitly, that the 


French nation will treat as enemies, every people, 
who 
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who may deſire to preſerve or reſtore a government 
of that character.” Theſe decrees were accom. 
panied by various ſpeeches from influential and 
leading characters in the convention, to this pur. 
port, © that it was neceſſary to ſet fire to the 
four corners of Europe” that to diſorganize 
Europe was one of the ſublime vocations of the 
convention - that the way to effect it, was by 
exciting the governed againſt the governors, and 
letting the people ſee the facility and advantage of 
ſuch inſurrections.“ 

Ix times paſt, we have, through ignorance, cen- 
ſured the combined powers as the aggreſſors in the 
war; but better information, and the further devel- 
opement of the character of the French rulers, are 
doing away our error. As the decrees now men- 
tioned, together with the known principles of thoſe 
who made them, menaced nearly all the regular 
governments in the world, and portended ſpeedy 
war againſt thoſe in the countries adjacent; thoſe 
neighbouring governments were undoubtedly jult- 
ifiable ; and, indeed, it was their duty immedi- 
ately to arm, to form alliances, and to adopt ev- 
ery lawful meaſure in providing for their defence. 
They had but begun to make theſe juſt and neceſlary 
preparations, when the French themſelves declared 
war and commenced hoſtilities. Are they not then 
chargeable with all the indeſcribable evils of this 
moſt dreadful war ? Are not all its horrors, its riv- 
ers of blood, its deſolation of families, its rapines, 
its violences, its ravages, its burnings—are they 
not all the works and the crimes of French re- 
publicans ? In 
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In the decrees, which I have related, you ſee 
their principles ; and fuch as their principles are, 
ſuch have been, and ſtill are, their actions. They 
ſet out with renouncing, in the moſt explicit terms, 
all ideas of conqueſt, or of making the leaſt addi- 
tion to their territories. In a manner the moſt al- 
luring, they profeſſed principles of liberty and phi- 
lanthropy; and invited all nations to fraternize 
with them in ſchemes of univerſal benevolence. 
By theſe arts they impoſed upon the ignorant maſs 
of their own nation, and upon the ignorant of all 
other nations, a deception ſimilar to that of the 
arch fiend, when, under the deluſion of making 
them gods, he ſeduced our firſt parents into apoſ- 
tacy. At the very time when they were making 
theſe great profeſhons of liberty and equality, they 
were lending their emiſſaries into every country, 
furniſhed with inſtructions worthy only of the great 
enemy of God and man to have dictated. The object 
of their miſſion was, by all the arts of intrigue and 
corruption to prepare the way for carrying into ef. 
fect the decrees juſt mentioned—decrees ſubverſive 
of the civil and religious intereſts of all mankind. 
They had it in charge to ſtir up factions, ſeditions, 
and rebellions—to diſorganize all eſtabliſhed gov- 
ernments, and throw every nation and people into 
diſcord and confuſion ; that being thus divided 
and weakened, they might be the more eaſily con- 
quered, 

WHiLz their agents were thus employed abroad, 
by ſyſtems of terror at home, they put the lives 


and properties of the whole nation in a ſtate of re- 
quiſition 
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quiſition; and actually diſpoſed of them in a man. 
ner more arbitrary, deſpotic and cruel, than was 
ever before heard of in any country. Their ſucceſs 
in the horrible work of deſtruction has been aſton. 
Hhing. In their own country, they have pillaged, 
burnt and deſtroyed more than eighteen hundred 
cities and villages. Mr. Harper mentions a work 
publiſhed at Paris three years ago, in which it is 
computed, that during the revolution, excluſive 
of thoſe who had been killed in arms, “two mill. 
ions of perſons had been maſlacred—of whom 
twenty-four thouſand were miniſters of the goſpel, 
two hundred and fifty thouſand were women, and 
two hundred and thirty thouſand were children.” 
Many of theſe murders were perpetrated in ways 
ſtudiouſly contrived to add inſult to agony, and 
torture to the utmoſt all the feclings of human na- 
ture. © Infants were carried to be drowned, ſtuck 
on the points of ſpears ; and the hands of mothers, 
ſtretched out for mercy to their tender babes, were 
chopped off.“ 

Ix their attacks upon other nations, they have 
been infinitely prodigal of human blood. Beſides 
the carnage daily renewed in every field of battle 
over the widely extended regions, which have been 
the ſcenes of war; through 7heir baneful influence 
in all-the countries ſubjugated by their arms, or 
revolutionized by their intrigues, ſcaffolds have 
been creed, on which the blood of the worthieſt 
citizens and trueſt patriots has been profuſely ſhed. 
Every people, over whom they have gained an aſ- 
cendancy, has been brought, in a greater or leſs 

degree, 


1 


degree, to fraternize with them in their crimes: 
the union has been cemented with blood. Guilt 
the moſt horrible, and miſery the moſt extreme, 
have uniformly followed the footſteps of their rev- 
olutionary progreſs in other countries as well as in 
their own. Theſe evils, extended alike by their 
victories and their intrigues, are now blaſting many 
of the richeſt and fineſt portions of the globe. 
Nearly half Europe groans under French domina- 
tion. Since the invaſion of the Goths and Vandals, 
a ſimilar ſcourge, ſo dreadful and ſo extenſive, 
hath not befallen the civilized world. 

Wren we think of the miſery and miſchief, the 
havock and deſolation which they have produced, 
are we not tempted to ſuſpect whether divine Prov- 
idence hath not withdrawn its ſuperintendency 
from human affairs, and given the world up a prey 
to theſe execrable monſters? They have unhinged 
human ſociety, and broken all the ties on which 
its ſecurity and happineſs depended. Amidit 
the loudeſt profeſſions of regard for the rights of 
man, they have audacioully violated all rights, hu- 
man and divine, proſtrated the law of nations in 
all its branches, and inſolently trampled upon all 
the rules of morality. Innumerable are the de- 
crees, by which they eſtabliſh iniquity by law ; by 
which they ſupport ſchemes of murder and rob- 
bery, ſet men free from all reſtraint, and en- 
courage them in giving looſe to all the worlt paſ- 
lions of their nature. Among every people, pre- 
tending to any degree of civilization, the marriage 
covenant has been generally deemed facred and 

permanent ; 
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permanent; but the enlightened republicans of 
France ſpurn, as a mark of flavery, ſuch confine. 
ment. Theſe wiſe legiſlators have rendered the 
diſſolution of this relation ſo eaſy, that a month's 
warning “ from either of the parties, is all that i 
required. In conſequence of this law, it is faid, 
that in the city of Paris alone, five hundred and 
ſixty-two divorces took place in three months.” In 
a word, having renounced chriſtianity and return- 
ed to a ſtate of heathenifm, they have become, as 
might reaſonably be expected of apoſtates, the very 
worſt of heathen in their practice. Like thoſe de. 
ſcribed by St. Paul in his firſt chapter to the Ro. 
mans, they are given up to vile affettions—full of envy, 
murder, debate, deceit, malignity, haters of God, de- 
ſpiteful, proud, boaters, inventers of evil thing. cu. 
enant-breakers, implacable, ummerciful. From unquel- 
tionable documents, this appears to be the true 
character of the people, with whom a miſerably 
deluded faction among ourſelves with to fraternize. 
For the honour of human nature, I would not 
have depicted ſuch licentiouſneſs of principle and 
ſuch atrocity of conduct I would not have drawn 
ſuch an odious character even of our enemies, were 
it not neceſſary to be known, in order to our tak. 
ing proper meaſures for our own defence and 
ſafety. 

In their conduct towards us, I have ſaid, that 
they are influenced by the ſame ſpirit and views, 
which incited Rabſhakeh and his maſter againſt He- 
zekiah ; but in reality they are incomparably more 


criminal, than were the Aſſyrian plunderers. Though 
Hezekiab 
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Hezekiah had given Sennacherib no juſt provoca- 
tion, yet it is not probable that he had been par- 
ticularly friendly to him, and his kingdom had the 
guilt of bordering upon the conqueſts of the Aſſy- 
rian. But we are a thouſand leagues diſtant from 
France, and have been enthuſiaſts in her favour— 
her only ſincere friends and allies. [We are, and 
vught to be, aſhamed to remember our demon- 
{trations of joy at her victories. May God forgive 
the inconſiderate folly of his erring, though well- 
meaning creatures |] Our government afforded 
her yet more ſubſtantial proofs of friendſhip, and 
in no inſtance ever offended. But, as our cnvoys 
expoſtulate, to this diſtant, unoffending, friend- 
ly republic, what is the conduct and the language 
of France? Wherever our property can be found, 
ſhe ſeizes and takes it from us ; unprovoked, ſhe 
determines to treat us as enemies; and our mak. 
ing no reſiſtance, produces no diminution of hoſ- 
tility againſt us; the abuſes and inſults our govern- 
ment, endeavours to weaken it in the eſtimation 
of the people, recals her own miniſter, refuſes to 
receive our's ; and when extraordinary means are 
taken to make ſuch explanations, and ſuch altera- 
tions in the exiſting relations of the two countries 
as may be mutually ſatisfactory, and may tend to 
produce harmony, the envoys who bear theſe 
powers are not received ; they are not permitted 
to utter the amicable wiſhes of their country; but 
in the haughty ſtyle of a maſter, they are told, that 
unleſs they will pay a ſum to which their reſources 


karcely extend, they may expect the vengeance of 
C France, 
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France, and like Venice, be eraſed from the liſt of 


nations; that France will annihilate the only free 
republic upon earth, and the only nation in the 
univerſe, which has voluntarily manifeſted for her 
a cordial and real friendſhip.” 

We: are told, that whilſt hearing theſe things, 
the agent on the part of France manife/ted the my 
exceſſive impatience. He admitted the whole to be 
true; but in the genuine ſpirit of his government, 
contemning all the principles of juſtice and moral 
obligation, he went on to urge the power of the 
terrible republic, and to repeat the denunciation of 
its vengeance againſt us, unleſs, after ſuffering it to 
ſeize our property on the ſea, we would not alſo 
furrender to it what we poſſeſs on the land. 

SUCH was the firſt demand of the Aſſyrian con- 
queror upon Hezekiah. America will deſerve to 
luffer, if ſhe takes not warning from the ill conſe. 
quences of his mean ſubmiſſion. The panic-ſtruck 
king of Judah anſwered, Return from me, and that 
_ which thou layeſt upon me, I will bear. Three hundred 
talents of ſilver and thirty talents of gold were the 
firſt requiſition, To collect this ſum, the king was 
compelled to empty all his treaſures, to ftrip the 
houſe of God to the very doors ; and after thus 
parting with his money to the perfidious tyrant, 
law himſelf attacked and his dominions invaded by 
thoſe very armies, for the withdrawment of which 
his money had been paid. 

Wu did he ſuffer himſelf to be thus ied and 
gulled? © Where,” ſays the pious Henry, © was 
Hezekiah's courage ? where his confidence in 

God:!“ 
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God!? Alas! may we not ſuppoſe that the very 
difliculties and embarraſfments with which the op- 
erations of the American government have been 
encumbered for ſome years paſt, were experienced 
by Hezekiah ? Among his own ſubjects, a numer- 
ous party were, in all probability, in favour of the 
enemy. Hezekiah had lately begun a great reform- 
ation ; he had removed the high places, broken the 
images, cut down the groves, and exerted his whole 
authority in bringing back his people from idol- 
atry to the worfhip of Jehovah. Theſe meaſ- 
ures of reformation muſt have given mortal offence 
to all the lovers of idolatry throughout the king- 
dom. Hezekiah had taken from them their gods, and 
what had they more ? Being thus diſguſted and ex- 
aſperated againſt their own government, they were 
probably willing to exchange it for that of a for- 
eign prince, under whom they knew that they 
would be encouraged and ſupported in their idol- 
try. Inſtead therefore of defending, they ſtood 
ready to betray their country, to ſurrender its 
ſtrong holds and defenced cities to the enemy, and 
to facilitate his conqueſt. They were conſtaatly 
magnifying the power of the great king, weakening 
the hands of the men of war, ſpreading terror and 
alarm among the people, and reproaching Hezeki- 
ah for his obſtinacy in expoſing the country to pil- 
lage and maſſacre, by not complying with the 
terms of the enemy. Sennacherib had great de- 
pendence upon this party in his favour. By 
them he was probably incited and encouraged to 
undertake the expedition. To ſtrengthen and ſup- 
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port this party, was his conſtant ſtudy. His obje& 
in every conference and negociation, during the 
war, was to ſeparate the people from the govern. 
ment, to excite mutiny among the ſoldiery, and 
inſurrection among the citizens. When Hezeki. 
ah's commiſſioners propoſed that the conference 
ſhould not be in the hearing of the people on the 
wall, their adverſaries were the more earneſt for 
making it as public as poſſible. Diſregarding all 
the rules of decorum, they addreſſed themſelves di- 
rectly to the people, and made their communica- 
tions, not to the government, but to the populace ; 
—urging every motive, both of terror and allure. 
ment, to draw them off from their allegiance. 

How far the ſame mean arts have been acted 
over again by the French rulers towards us, I need 
not ſay : their own agents acknowledge it, and 
vaunt of their ſucceſs. They boaſt, that their party 
among us is ſo numerous, and their means of influ- 
ence ſo powerful, that, in every event, they {hall 
be able to throw the blame on the fide of injured 
innocence. In what hiſtory can you find ſuch un- 
bluſhing impudence on the brow of guilt ? It ex- 
ceeds all the inſulting language of the toul-mouthed 
Rabſhakeh. 

Bur to every man who has the intereſt of his 
country at heart, how very alarming is this intelli- 
gence! Do we indeed thus totter on the brink of 
ruin ?—At this eventful period, therefore, when, 
according to the ſtatement of our worthy Preſident, 
* all the old republics of Europe are crumbling in- 
to duſt, when the monarchies of the old world are 
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jome of them fallen, and others trembling to their 
foundations; when our own infant republic has 
ſcarcely had time to cement its ſtrength, or decide 
its own practical form; when theſe agitations of 
the human ſpecies have affected our people, and 
produced a ſpirit of party, which ſcruples not to go 
all lengths of profligacy, falſehood and malignity in 
defaming our government,” —in heaping the vileſt 
ſlanders upon the Firſt Magiſtrate of the Union, on 
all the enlightened and faithful men employed un- 
der him, the ſecretaries at home, the envoys abroad, 
the federal and patriotic members in the two 
houſes of Congreſs ; on the governors, judges, and 
other officers throughout the ſeveral ſtates, who 
bave diſtinguiſhed themſelves in ſupporting the 
wiſe and juſt meaſures of the general government— 
and laſtly, on the miniſters of religion, becauſe 
they are conſidered as a bulwark againſt the ſpirit 
of faction, and for the preſervation of order and 
union—at a time, when theſe violent efforts are 
made to render us à divided people, and facilitate 
the deſigns of our oppreſſors againſt us—at this 
alarming criſis, my hearers, you will permit me to 
call upon you by all that you hold dear in this 
world, to open your eyes to the gulf before you, 
the revolution which has been planned for you— 
1 revolution which will infallibly deſtroy all your 
ſocial bleſſings, your aſſection, eſteem and conſi- 
gence in one another; which will ſweep away all 
your liberties, gradually wreſt from you your 
poſſeſſions, ſtrip you of your virtue and of your 
feligion; and after transforming you into French 
demons, 
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demons, will give you up to be tormented through 
ſucceſſive generations under the yoke of a foreign 
deſpotiſm. This is not unfounded declamation. 
The agents of the French Directory have avowed 
their deſign to our envoys ; and their deſign com. 
prehends every particular which I have now men. 
tioned. 'The old republics of Europe, which they 
have already revolutionized, are at this moment 

ſuffering all the evils which I have deſcribed. 
Havixc no other prey at preſent at hand, the 
arms of the French Republic are now ſtretched 
forth towards us ; and the Chronicle of Boſton, the 
Argus of New-York, the Aurora of Philadelphia, 
and ſome other ignes fatui, are ſo many decoys 
to draw us within reach of her fraternal embrace, 
If you would not be raviſhed by the monſter, drive 
her panders from among you. The editors, pa- 
trons and abettors of thoſe vehicles of ſlander upon 
our government—thoſe wet nurſes of a French 
faction in the bowels of our country, have no 
longer any cloak for their guilt. The late intelli- 
gence from our envoys has unmaſked the traiter- 
ous views of the whole party, and has recovered 
all honeſt citizens from the deluſion which had 
been impoſed upon them, They, who ſtill perſiſt 
m pleading the cauſe of France againſt our own 
government, in ſpreading jealouſies and evil ſur- 
miſes of our conſtituted authorities, and in diſcour- 
aging the means of defence, ought to be conſidered 
and treated as enemies to their country. They de- 
ſerve to feel the righteous indignation of an injured 
and inſulted nation. Brethren, mark them who 
| cauſe 
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cauſe ſuch dangerous diviſions among us, and let 
them wear the ſtigma of reproach due to the per- 
fidious betrayers of their country. 

UNDER almoſt every other government, the peo- 
ple have ſome real grievances of which to com- 
plain; but in this good land, there are no ſuch 
grounds for complaint or diſquietude. The inhab- 
itants are the freeſt and happieſt in the world: 
their government has reſulted from their own ma- 
tured wiſdom and choice, and is liberty itſelf ; their 
rulers are all created and raiſed to the ſtations 
which they fill, by the ſuffrages of the people ; and 
for enlightened patriotiſm, wiſdom, integrity and 
zeal for the public good, are unrivalled by any other 
ſet of rulers in any other nation under the ſun. 
And are there thoſe among us, all whoſe abilities 
are exerted in abuſing and flandering theſe rulers, 
in undermining this government, in deceiving and 
milleading this people, and ſowing diviſions among 
them, in order to bring about their ſubjection to a 
foreign power ? Of all traitors, they are the moſt 
agoravatedly criminal ; of all villains, they are the 
moſt infamous and deteſtable. 

Ir we have a ſpark of patriotiſm in our boſoms, 
my hearers, we ſhall reverence in the perſons of 
our rulers, the majeſty and ſovereignty of our na- 
tion ; and ſtand ready to repel, with a juſt indig- 
nation, every unworthy imputation upon them. 


| Eſpecially at this momentous criſis, we ſhall gather 


around the ſtandard of our general government, 
ow a marked diſapprobation of thoſe men and 


meaſures, which breathe a partiality for a foreign 
nation, 
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nation, and ſternly diſcountenance whatever tend 
to impede or render ſuſpected the adminiſtration of 
our executive. And as the danger approaches, and 
becomes more threatening, we ſhall form a pha. 
lanx about him, formidable and terrifying to all his 
Enemies. At every hazard, we ſhall reſolve; with 
our lives and fortunes, to ſupport the independ. 
ence of our country, and defend its honour. Theſe 
things are the duties of all our citizens, of every 
man who has the happineſs of being a member of 
our free and moſt excellent conſtitution. Our lives 
ſhould be held no longer dear, when the dangers 
of our country call us to expoſe them in its de- 
fence, Whatever may befal us in the conteſt, we 
ſhall not be loſers in the end. That Being who 
has made it our duty to die for our country, will 

 alfo make it for our intereſt. Whilſt obeying the 
calls of his word or providence, we ſhall be ſafe 
under his protection. What can harm us, if we be 

fellowers of that which is go ? Numerous and pow. 
erful as our enemies arc, we ought not to deſpond. 
Our ſituation. is apparently far leſs hazardous, than 
was that of Hezekiah ; yet he ſurvived the threat- 

enced vengeance of the great king. | 
Towarps the cloſe of his diſpute with Sennachs 
erib, he received the letter mentioned in the text. 
Its contents were but the repetition of the things 
which Hezekiah had often heard before. They 
conſiſted of railings and invectives, of boaſts and 
menaces. The writer vapours and bluſters in all 
the turgidity of a French Jacobin : He vaunts of 
the countries which he had over- run, of the cities 
which 
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which he had taken, of the kings which he had 
conquered, and of the gods which he had capti- 
vated. Preſuming the God of Hezekiah to be 
ſimilar to the tutelary deities of thoſe other nations, 
with blaſpheming inſolence he infers, that Jehovah 
himſelf could not prevent the capture of Jeruſalem. 
« And Hezekiah received the letter of the hand of 
the meſſengers, and read it : And Hezekiah went 
up into the houſe of the Lord, and ſpread it before 
the Lord. And Hezekiah prayed before the Lord, 
and ſaid, O Lord God of Iſrael, who dwelleſt between 
the cherubims, thou art the God, even thou alone, 
of all the kingdoms of the earth; thou haſt made 
heaven and earth. Lord, bow down thine ear, 
and hear: Open, Lord, thine eyes, and ſee : And 
hear the words of Sennacherib, which hath ſent 
him to reproach the living God.” I know not 
whether, in the whole inſpired volume, there be 
recorded another act of devotion which, taken in 
all its circumſtances, is more ſolemn, ſtriking and 
affecting than this. Here we behold the good man 
and the pious king making God his refuge and 
ſtrong hold in the day of trouble. Menaced with 
the vengeance of his enemies, he haſtens into the 
divine preſence ; he refers his cauſe to the common 
Father of men ; he ſtates his wrongs before the 
Judge of the whole earth ; he implores aid from 
that Being in whoſe ſight all nations are as the 
drop of the bucket, or the ſmall duſt of the balance, 
He pleads not his own merit or that of his people 
towards God; but he inſinuates how much the 


honour of Jehovah himſelf was concerned in conſe- 
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quence of the reproaches and blaſphemies of the 
enemy againſt him. Lord, bow down thine car, and 
hear ; open, Lord, thine eyes and ſee ; and hear the 
 evords of Sennachcrib, which hath ſent him to reproach the 
living God. 

Wirn what unſpeakable thankfulneſs, my breth. 
ren, ſhould we reflect, that Hezekiah's God is the 
profeſſed object of our devotions—that we have 
been taught the good knowledge of this true and 
living God, and are allowed and encouraged to 
make him our reſource and refuge under all our 
fears and dangers ! How thankful too ſhould we 
be, that inſtead of a French atheiſt or deiſt, the 
Preſident of the United States is an exemplary 
Chriſtian, who, like Hezekiah, hath called us into 
the houſe of God this day, that we may bring the 
cauſe of our injured and opprefſed country before 
the great Ruler of the world, and by earneſt, 
fervent ſupplication implore the interpoſition of his 
univerſal providence between us and our haughty 
and violent oppreſſors! They, like the Aſſyrian of 
old, are but the rod of his anger, and the ſtaff in their 
hand is his indignation. It is He who hath ſent them 
againſt an hypocritical nation and the people of his wrath. 
Through his permiſſion they have been ſuffered i 
take the ſpoil and to take the prey, and to tread down many 
nations like the mire of the ſtreets. In all this, they 
have been but the executors of the divine ven- 
geance upon a guilty world. Hoꝛobeit they mean not 
ſo, neither doth their heart think ſo ; but it is in their 
heart to cut off and deſtroy nations not a feww—and with 
their hand to find as a neſt the riches of the people 3 and 
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as one gathereth eggs that are left, ſo they boaſt of 
having gathered all the earth, and of having ſpread 
ſo general a terror, that there was none that moved the 
wing, or opened the mouth, or peeped. 

Wherefore it ſhall come to paſs, that when the Lord 
ſhall have performed his wvhole work of chaſtiſement 
upon the nations, he will puniſh the fruit of the ſtout 
heart of the French republicans, and the glory of their 
high looks. He will make them to feel, that all their 
boaſts are like that of the ax again/t him that heweth 
therewith, or of the ſaw againſt him that ſhaketh it, or 
ef the rod againſt him that lifteth it up. 

HEeZEKIAH's ſucceſs at the throne of grace, 
ſhould encourage and animate our devotions this 
day. God heard the prayer of his ſervant, no- 
ticed the letter which had been brought before 
him, and took upon himſelf the charge of thus an- 
{wcring the Aſſyrian tyrant : „I know thy abode, 
„and thy going out, and thy coming in, and thy 
rage againſt me. Becauſe thy rage againſt me, 
* and thy tumult is come up into mine ears ; there- 
* tore will I put my hook in thy noſe, and my 
* bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by 
* the way by which thou cameſt.” So, O Lord 
God of Iſrael, let our enemies be turned back, diſ- 
appointed and aſhamed ; and to thee ſhall be the 
glory! 
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